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Late Flouriſhing C1Ty, a bitter, yea 
a bitter L amextation over all her Inhabitants 
yer living within and about her Borders, and 
over all her Rulers and Mighty Men, who 
are Fled from her as from a Murtherer, with 

ood Counſel and Advice, from the Spirit of 
the Lord fo all, that they may turn unto him 
before the Vials of his Wrath be poured out 
for their utter DeſtruCion. 
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By a Lover of Truth and Righteouſnels : 
"THOMAS GREENE. 
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A Lamentation taken up for London. 


H- London, London, what Lamentation may I take up for 
Thee, who. was of latea flouriſhing City; whole Scitua- 
tion is by a pleaſant River, thorough which great Riches 
in abundance hath been brought to thee , by which thy 

Inhabitants have been made rich ; thy Pomp and thy greatneſs , thy 

Excellency, and variety of Treaſures, hath allured many to flock un- 

eo thee, from one end of the Nation to the other; and many have 
counted themſelves happy, that could get a convenie!;t Habitation 

inor aboutthy Borders: A City that was fo joyous and counted a 

lace of delzght, and a Palzce for Princes, a meeting place for thoſe 
called the No%:ity of theLand;unto thee hath the Embaſſzdovrs from 
far Countries reſorted ; Oh how # this City become ſolitary that was 
full of people, {he is now left as a widow of youth that was counted 

the pleaſant place of the Nation, and as a Przzceſs in the Province , 
for how hath thy great Men left thee , and arefled as from a Mon- 
ftrous woman; how arethy Inhabitants a dread to the Comntry, 
becauſe of the Plagze that is broken out in thee 3 Oh my heart hath 
been in ſorrow for thee, and a burthen hath layn upon me as con- 
cerning thee, ever fince the Lord began to manifeſt his diſpleaſure 
againſt thee,evenever fince the Ship called the London was blown up, 
where more then 209, perſ12s were torn an pieces, whoſe Graves were 
zn the Sea; this then was the ciy of my heart ; ſaying, think, yee they 
wer? greater ſinners above all men ? and this was the anſwer from the 
Lord, Except they rejent they ſhall iizewiſe periſh with a mighty ſlagh- 
ter, twourh not in the ſ1me w 77,0 This was {ignified unto me by the 


Spiiit ofthe Lord when I was in his d:eaitu] fear, overſhadowel - 


with his Heavenly power, and I waited to fee it etfefted, or a re- 
turn t the Lord by cealtig from un;ighteoauſneſs, which moſt of 
all I deured, that he might have diverted his intended Judgments; 
But ©1h97 haſt thou diſhonoured his name, and walled after thy 
ownhearts lufts, as thoſe that have forgotten the Lord dayes without 
2umper, ani haſt not hambled thy ſelf before hin, but haſt regarded ini. 
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quity, ana walked in cruelty, aka Lord and his poor people, 
and haſt walked proudly , that many of thy Inhabicants icarce!y 
knew what to eat, or todrink , or what to put On, and yet a pro- 
feſling people, having on you the name of Chriſtians, but are ſeen 
of all thoſe whoſe eyes are open to be in the nature of Heathens, 
Turks, or Infidels, who are not found inthe nature of Chriſt, who 
came not to deftroy mens lives but torave them ; but on the con- 
rrary thy Rulers and Magiſtrates with their attendance , have been 
found perſecuting and impriſoning, knocking down, and wounding even 
ſome unto death a peaceable people that fear the Lord, that he hath 
raiſed up in theſe laſt dayes to be as ſignes and wonders, whole reti- 
dence and dwellingis amongſt you ; who have but teltified again{t 
unrighteouſneſs, and afſembled themſelves together as the antient 
Chriſtians in the dayes of old, who feared the Lord, and thought upon 
his Name; and when all this Craelty would not do nor bring them 
down, whom God hath raiſed up ; then was invented in thee ano- 
ther way, thou didft ſee thy pomp and greatneſs would do thee no 
good while theſe people called Quzkers were among you, their 
Laws being divers from thy Laws, their Worſhip to thy Worſhip ; 
then thou haſt concluded with the reſt of the Rulers of the Land, 
even as Haman who (aid, ts not for the Kings profit to let them live a= 
mong #5; then this crzel Edid was invented in thy Borders to make 
ſuch a Law as thou might be ſure co find theſe people tranſgreffors 
of, that thon mightelt ſay as thoſe unworthy Fewes, who ſaid, Wee 
have a Law, and by our Law Chrift ought to- die, Oh this your Law 
will not excuſe you before the Lord who (eeth your infides, and 
will uxdge you according as your works are, 70t by the fight of tbe 
eye nor by the hearing of the ear, but he will enter into righteows julge- 
ment with you, for heis determined to plead with all fleſh to bring 
down the haughty, and to lay the lofty low ; and for all thy cranſgre[- 
ffons and crue!ties God 15 now riſea to plead with thee; for thou 
haſt been the womb in the which craue/ty without mercy hath been 
conceived, thy Rulers with their A/lies have been examples to all 
cruel minded men thorough the Nation, therefore muſt thou drink 
a bitter cup, and into thy hand hath the Lord firſt put it ; for when 
thou began to baniſh (by that late deviſed Law) thoſe people out 
of the Land that feared the Lord, and durit not mak ſpipwrack of 
their faith, and of a good conſcience ; then did the Lord begin with 
thee, aud poured out his Plagues upon very few, as thon beganeſt 
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firſt to baniſh two or three of of people of the Lord; Oh that thou 
hadſt conſidered and made a ſtop then of that woful in of Perſe- 
cntion, bur ſtill thou wouldeſt go on; and dideſt ſend away ſever: 
more of the ſervants of the Lord; and wouldeſt not take notice of 
the encreaſe of the Plague, but ſtill thou haſt hardened thy heart a- 
gainſt Gods innocent people, and ſent away eight more, though (till 
the Plague encreaſed in thy borders ; and as thou haſt multiplyed thy 
cruelty, ſo the Lord hath cauſed his Plague to encreaſe; and now at laſt 
thou haſt by forcecarryed near threeſcore of the ſervants of the Lord 
both men and women on board,a Ship in order to their exz/ement,even 
into an inconfiderable Veſſel where is not convenience as becometh 
Chriſtians;theDeck being ſo low that they are fain to go double be- 
tween the Decks,where they muſt be forc'd to be & lodg, as if they 
wereintended to be deſtroyed. And as thou haſt ſent near threeſcore 
more of the ſervants of the Lord away, ſo hath his Plague encrea- 
ſed to near three thouſand by the weekly bill; thongh it's judged 
tobe more; and by many of the Inhabitants of this City here is a 
cry, ſaying, this ts that which will encreaſe the Plague ; yet ſtill were 
the hearts of thy Rulers hardened agaiiift this innocent people: 
Well, they may all know the Lords anger 1s not yet over, bur his 
hand is ſtretched out ſtill; for, as thou hait encreaſed in cruelty, ſo 
hath the Lord executed his righteous Judgments (and will yet 
moreand more) yet wouldeft thou go on like Pharach in the dayes 
of old,though the firſt born was (lain, yer he wonld purſue Iſrael 1n- 
to the Sea, which became a Grave for him : Oh that thou wou!ld- 
eſt have taken notice of the dealings of the Lord, and have ceaſed 
from all oppreſſion and crxelty; that thoſe whom you have nott.ing 
againſt but as concerning the Law of their God, might have lived 
peaceable amongſt you, being ſuch that loves peace, and can learn 
war no more; yet they areaſfured the Lord will plead chieir cauſe, 
who is their reward in the day of tryal, and hath and is with them 
in the hour of temptation ; Oh but thy Pride and wantonnels and 
fullneſs of bread, thy drunkenneſs, whoredoms, cougenings and cheat- 
zngs, hath ſo eaten thee up that thou haſt not conſidered the moſt 
High raleth in the Kingdoms of Men; for in ſeeing thou conldeſt not 
ſee, andin hearing thou haſtnot conlidered , but thy heart bath 
waxed fat thorough the abundance of thy Dzlzcacy ; the voice of 
Myufick, and the ſound of the Organs thou haſt delighted in; bur 
now inſtead thereof, the voice of ſorrow, weeping, and bitter La- 
mentation 


mentation ſhall be heard in thee, A none ſhall comfort thee, be- 
cauſe thou haſt not regarded the affliFions of the afflied, but hath 
added grief unto their ſorrow: Oh, oh the Lord hath ſeen, the 
Almighty hath taken notice, andi« now riſen to plead with thee, 
and as thou haſt added affliftion to the afflicted by drawing and ren- 
ding the people of the Lord from Priſon where they have long lay'n 
tc ſend them by force into exz/e; fo. the Lord hath encreaſed thy 
Plagues, who would have none of his counſel, neither regarded his 
reproofs in your hearts, but have hardened your ſelves againſt Gods 
good ſpirit that hath reproved you, (for your good) but you have 
ruſhed into iniquity as a Horſe into the battle, & have not had ſo much 
underſtanding as Balaams Aſſ?, who ſaw the Angel of the Lordin 
the way, and thoſe that have you have ſmote them more then three 
times, who have warned you that you ſhould not riſe up againſt 
the Lord and his people , but you have done deſpite unto the ſpirit of 
Grace, whereby you might have been led into the way everlaſting. 
Neither have you regarded the ſervants of the moſt high God, 
which have been ſent unto you from ſeveral places, who have warn- 
ed you and exhorted you,and beſeeched you in the bowels of Gods 
love that you would give over oppreſſing the innocent and perſecuting 
the upright, knowing that vengeance belongs to the Lord and be will re. 
pay it; and that thoſe might not ſuffer Perſecution, Impriſonment, or 
Exilement, whom you have nothing againſt, but as concerning the 
Law of their God; yet them nor their Teſtimony hath not been 
regarded, bur they have been villified and derided of many, and 
have been counted as thoſe who have been telling of idle Tales, 
Oh, but many may fay, why deft thou upbraid us in the day of Ca- 
lamity, or tell us of our Tniquities inthis day of our ſore Diſtreſs, to 
which I anſwer, I do not upbraid you, but rather lay thoſe things 
before you which you have been guilty of, that you may conſider 
the Mercy and Juſtice of the Lord, and ſook back and ponder the 
long-ſuffering of the Almighty, and of the meanes of grace that 
he hath afforded thee, and of the Light that he hath lighted thee 
withall, and that thy Inhavitants might have been as his pleaſant 
Children, and that now whilſt thou batt a Day to live thon mayeft 
return unto him with unfeigned repentance, for they that rep<1ts 
and turns unto him, they ſhall finde mercy ; Ob, but thy Prieſts 
and falſe Prophets have dealt deceitfilly with thee, who have aid, 


Peace, peace, none evil ſhall come upon us; they haye not diſcovered 
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the Iniquity to turn away thy Captivity, thy Prophets are become 
fooles, and thy ſpiritual Mer mad, for thy breach is great like the Sea; 
and none of thy Prophets can ſtay it, nor thy ſpiritual Men make it 
up, though they Propheſie ſmooth things unto thee, and make 
Books to confels thy fins by, for the ſtoping of this breach, and that 
you ſhould returnto the Lord ; yet welſee Thoſe that do depart from 
Iniquity, are made a prey on ;, and while they call for mercy, they 
are opprefling the up-right ; their Feet runſwiftly to do evil,their 
thoughts are thoughts of wickedneſs againſt Gods People,for which 
cauſe Deſolation and DeſtruGion # in their path, the way of peace they 
know nt, there is no equity in their goings, they bave made them crook- 
ed pathes, whoſoever walketh therein ſhall not finde peace : Therefore 
Oh yee Inhabitants of London, whether fled away, or yet remain- 
ing in her alive, returnto che Lord with all your hearts, and know 
his fear placed in you, and take up with mea bitter Lamentation 
And as for you that are fled from the City, and have lefc your 
outward Dwellings, think not that yee are ſafe or ſecure, for the 
Lord can finde you out at his pleaſure, for the deſtroying Angel go- 
eth forth according to the determination of the Lord, and neither 
Hill nor Mountain can cover or hide you from his anger and fierce 
wrath.nor from the ſtroke of his Hand there is none can fly,though 
thou fly upon the ſwift, a ſwifter ſhall overtake thee, thy Riches 
cannot fave thee, nor thy Strength deliver thee, neither can the 
Clifts of the Rocks hide thee from the Lord, who turneth a fruit- 
full Land into a barren Wilderneſs, becauſe of the wickedneſs that is 
committed therein ;, and you that are yet Inhabitants in this City.and 
cannot well go out of it, fear yee theliving God, and wait to feel 
his Power in your Hearts to break down the man of Sin, that Chriſt 
the Power of God may be known to rule in you,and to be a Leader 
unto you who is the Teacher, which ſhall never be removed into a 
Corner, as others are, who are made after a Carnal Command- 
ment ; but heafter the power of an endleſs life, who is the Lord of 
Lords, ana King of Kings, whoſe right it is to Rule for ever and 
ever. And Nations ſhall walk in bis Light, and Kings ſhall bring 
their Glory unto him, Therefore every one return anto the Lord 
by cealt1g to do Iniquzty, and lay aſide a)l Cruelty and Oppreſſion, re- 
leaſe the too long oppreſſed Ones, and Jet the Priſoners go free, 
who firiffer upon the Account of tender Conſcience towards God, 
or ciſe ja yain is all thy formed and framed hamiliations and fiſtings 
| confelling 
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confeſling iniquity and hanging down the Head like a Bull-ruſh for a 
day ; this is not the Faſt that the Lord hath choſen while you take 
not off the heavy burthens, neither let the oppreſſed go free, for if 
chis was done, then would the hearts of the upright be inlarged to 
the Lord on your behalf, and their Months opened to Cry to the 
Almighty, to ſtay his Judgments and to retain his Fury, which 
begins to burn as an Oven, which your wickednefs hath procured ; 
Oh let my Counſel be accepted, and break off thy ſins by righteouſ- 
neſs,& thy iniquities by ſhewing mercy to the poor,if it may be,that the 
Lord may have mercy on thee and lengthen thy tranquility, but if 
thou like Pharaoh hardens thy heart, and repent not by turning 
ſpeedily to the Lord, thou ſhalt be left as a Widdow, and thy 
Babiloniſh Merchants that have madde themſelves rich in thee, ſhall 
run afar off thee, Crying, Alaſs, alaſs, that great City where many 
were made rich, now is her torment come on a ſudden, and they them- 
ſelves ſhall not eſcape, though they have cryed peace, peace, when 
Death was coming in at the Door to cut off thy young Men from 
without , and thy Children from the ſtreets; Therefore, all you 
that is living infleſhly Tabernacles,that belongs to this great City, 
whether init or fled away, this to you I ſend, expeCting that many 
of you that are gone, may never ſee this City again, that now you 
may, be ſeeking 4 City and dwelling place whoſe foundation us the Lord, 
and this you may know if you return to the Spirit of the Lord, 
which tryeth all things, and wait to know it to be your Leader, 
tnen will it witnel(s to your Spirits that you are the Children of 
God ; fo that then, if you eat the bread of adverſity, and diink the 
water of afflition, and in the world yee have great trouble yet 
ſhall you live in the peace of God, and die in his favour that your 

ad may be bleſſed ; But, if you follow them that teach for Do&- 
rines the commandements of men, and obey not the pure ſpirit of 
the Lord, then will God give over ſtriving with you ; and then e- 
verlaſting ſorrow and wo will be your portion, and he ſhall fay as 
to Fphraim, let bim alone, let him alone; fo thy time is almoſt oue 
and the long (uifering of the Lord is neer an end to this Generation; 
Tyerefore none be ſtout hearted, but fear and tremble all careleſs ones, be- 
fore the living God, ſor the ſlain of the Lord ſhall be many , and with s 
ftronge hand # he ging forth and none can binder bis purpoſe ; but as 
all return and humble themſelves as the people of Ninzveh from the 
greateſt unto the leaft, for then did the Lord Ray his hand and did 
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not deſtroy them ; for conſider, itis fin that hath provoked the 
Lord, and hath grieved his Soul, and nothing can appeaſe his wrath 
but a true repenting and returning unto him , whichat this day is 
wanting in this great Czty ; therefore is this Lamentation and advice 
given forth becaule of the woes that are yet behind,and of the vials 
that are not yet poured forth upon all the ungodly that obeys not 
the Lord Jelus; and this is the cry of my Spirit, that all might make 
haſt and turn to the Lord before it be too late, and with this Scrip- 
turel concludethis my Lamentation over thee 0 London, and the 
Tnhabitants thereof, which ſaith, Say zxto the Righteous it ſhall go 
well with them; and ſay unto the Wicksd( that continue in their wick- 
edneſs) it ſhall gaill with them ; the ſpirit of the mighty Jehovah hath 
ſpoken it. 15h: | 


Given forth ty one that loveth 

. Righteouſneſs, and waits till 

 oppresſion (by the Lord) is 

___ of me 6th f Love; » to os end; a friend 
donetÞ 1665. toll people, 

T. G. 
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THE END 


